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Charge dropped against victim's ex-boyfriend 


Federal prosecutors say explosive device found in Stephen Beal’s Long Beach home might be a legal one 


By Kelly Puente 
kpuente@scng.com 
@KellyPuenteOC on Twitter 


Federal prosecutors have 
dropped a criminal charge against 
the ex-boyfriend of a woman who 
died earlier this month when a 
package exploded inside her Al- 
iso Viejo day spa. 

The federal charge that Ste- 
phen William Beal, 59, had faced 
— possession of an unregistered 


explosive device — 
was not directly 
linked to the May 
15 explosion that 
killed Ildiko Kra- 
jnyak, 48. 
Authorities dis- 
covered the de- 
vice when they 
searched Beal’s 
Long Beach home shortly after 
the deadly blast, which also in- 
jured two other women. Prosecu- 


Krajnyak | 


tors said they dropped the charge 
after determining that the device 
in the possession of Beal, who 
builds model rockets as a hobby, 
might be a legal one. 

Last week, a judge ordered Beal 
to remain in custody without bail, 
stating that he was a flight risk 
and a danger to the community. 
But early Sunday, Beal was re- 
leased from custody when pros- 
ecutors filed the motion to dis- 
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Prosecutors 
have dropped a 
charge against 
Stephen Beal 
related to 

an explosive 
device. The 
charge was not 
directly linked 
to the explosion 
in Aliso Viejo. 
MELANIE GRUNDER 
VIA AP 


HURRICANE MARIA 
STUDY RAISES TOLL 


As many as 4,600 people may have died, according to a new statistical analysis 
that cites delayed medical care as a key contributor to the higher estimate 


TERT 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Police lift the coffin that contains the remains of fellow officer Luis Angel Gonzalez Lorenzo, who was killed while trying to cross a river in 
his car during Hurricane Maria, in Aguada, Puerto Rico. A new study contends that many more deaths than normal occurred in Puerto Rico 
in the three months after Maria devastated the island. 


“(People) 


By Sheri Fink 
The New York Times 


As hurricane season begins this week, experts 
are still trying to count the number of deaths 
caused by last year’s devastating Hurricane Ma- 
ria in Puerto Rico. The latest estimate: roughly 
4,600, many of them from delayed medical care. 

Residents of Puerto Rico died at a significantly 
higher rate during the three months after the 
hurricane than they did in the previous year, ac- 
cording to the results of a new study by a group 
of independent researchers from the Harvard 
T.H. Chan School of Public Health and other in- 
stitutions. 

The researchers say their estimate, published 
Tuesday in the New England Journal of Med- 
icine, remains imprecise, with more definitive 
studies still to come. But the findings, which used 
methods that have not been previously applied 
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In May, Norma Medina, left, and a caregiver, move 
her mother, Tomasa Silva, in Yabucoa, a town 
where many still live without power in Puerto 

Rico. Silva suffers Alzheimer’s, diabetes and heart 
issues, requiring electricity for her oxygen machine 
and IV, which they resolve with a generator. 


died alone in 
their houses. 
Nobody went 
there. Some 
of them were 
coveredbya 
landslide and 
months after 
they’ve not 
recovered the 
bodies.” 


— Domingo J. Marqués, 
an associate professor 

of psychology at Albizu 
University San Juan, who 
helped conduct the study 
with his students 


Roseanne 
Barr show 
is abruptly 
canceled 


She insults ex-Obama aide 
with a racist post that ABC 
calls ‘abhorrent, repugnant’ 


By John Koblin 
The New York Times 


Two months ago, Roseanne 
Barr was a star again. 

Her sitcom “Roseanne” re- 
turned in March after a two-de- 
cade absence to enormous rat- 
ings on ABC. Network executives 
were celebrating their strategy 
of appealing to wider swaths of 
the country after Donald Trump’s 
surprising election win, and the 
president himself called Barr to 
congratulate her 
on the show’s large 
audience. 

But on Tues- 
day, that all came 
crashing down. 
ABC abruptly can- 
celed “Roseanne” 
hours after Barr, 
the show’s star 
and co-creator, 
posted a racist tweet about Val- 
erie Jarrett, an African-American 
woman who was a senior adviser 
to Barack Obama throughout his 
presidency and considered one of 
his most influential aides. 

Barr wrote if the “muslim 
brotherhood & planet of the apes 
had a baby=vj.” 

Barr later apologized, but it 
was too late. In announcing the 
show’s cancellation, ABC Enter- 
tainment President Channing 
Dungey said in a statement that 
“Roseanne’s Twitter statement is 
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Inside: En- 
tertainment 
industry 
dealing with 
the impact 
of a Rose- 
anne Barr 


racist tweet. 
PAGE A14 


INVISION VIA AP 


John Goodman and Roseanne 
Barr of the “Roseanne” show. The 
show was canceled Tuesday by 
ABC following Barr’s racist tweet. 


U.S. Marine 
Corps Veteran 


Trump: Kim envoy is 
heading for the U.S. 
According to the White House, 
North Korea’s top nuclear weap- 
ons negotiator plans to meet with 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
this week. PAGE a9 


Trump pressed Sessions 
to reverse his recusal 


The president’s treatment of the 
attorney general is an element of 
special counsel’s probe. PAGE A15 
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Suspect charged 
with vandalizing 
mural honoring 
war veterans 


The artwork saluting 
Mexican-American 
soldiers on a Santa 
Ana market took 
more than five years 
to complete and 
contains nearly 200 
portraits of local 
men and women who 
served in the U.S. 
military. PAGE A3 
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Samuel Romero 
talks about 

the vandalized 
memorial wall 

on the side of La 
Chiquita market 

in Santa Ana on 
Tuesday. The mural 
pays tribute to 
Mexican-American 
veterans and was 
vandalized in early 
March. 

PAUL BERSEBACH 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
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Woman who escaped from 
serial killer testifies 

In an emotional testimony on 
Tuesday, woman recounts dra- 
matic escape from eight-time 
killer Andrew Urdiales. PAGE A3 
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Coast Inland 
Full weather forecast » PAGE A22 
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